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Join the Discussion

From your toolbar:

Share your experience 
& opinions 

Type direct questions 
for panelists 

Look for links 
to resources



Waste Diversion 
from Airport Operations
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Part 1 of 2

Waste at Airports

Challenges

Leveraging Data



Airport Authority Airlines Concessionaires TSA

Custodial Cabin Cleaning
Flight Catering

Ground Handling

Waste Hauler

AIRPORT WASTE STAKEHOLDERS

Passengers



AIRPORT WASTE STREAMS

ÅMunicipal Solid Waste

ÅTrash

ÅRecyclables

ÅCompostables

ÅRecoverables

ÅConstruction and Demolition Waste

ÅInternational Waste

ÅHazardous and Other Special Waste



Trash



Recyclables



Recyclables



Compostables



Recoverables



Å Regulation/Requirements
Å Costs
Å Other Airports

Airport Challenges

Å Carbon Accounting
Å Waste Goals
Å Circular Economy

A 
BALANCING 

ACT

Å Contamination
Å Material Markets
Å Mergers and Acquisitions
Å Data Availability

Å Passenger Behavior
Å Security Restrictions
Å Labor
Å Space
Å Costs
Å Partner Practices
Å Decentralization

WM Industry Challenges

Airport Drivers

Airport Industry Drivers



AIRPORT WASTE 
REQUIREMENTS

ÅFederal regulation

ÅState law

ÅCity and county ordinances

ÅAirport policy



Zero Waste/
Diversion Goals

Reduction/
Avoidance

Reuse Donation

Recycling / 
Composting

Liquid Collection Waste to 
Energy/Fuel

ESG Reporting & 
Carbon Accounting

AIRPORT WASTE BEST PRACTICES



AIRPORT WASTE CHALLENGES

ÅContamination

ÅLiquids

ÅLost capture

ÅPallets / bulky items

ÅGeneric education, signage, reporting, and feedback



AIRPORT WASTE DATA

ÅComposition

ÅIncluding contamination and lost capture

ÅVolume

ÅSources

ÅCosts

ÅFinancial and other

ÅForeign Object Debris (FOD)

ÅService events and interruptions

ÅGreen House Gas (GHG) emissions and other impacts



LEVERAGING WASTE DATA

ÅQuantify impacts

ÅIncrease efficiency

ÅCollect rebates/credits

ÅProject and anticipate trends

ÅPrioritize diversion strategies

ÅSupport Airport Carbon Accreditation 
and sustainability/ESG reporting
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meredith@getWATS.com

A better way to 
manage waste data

Airport Waste Diversion

Implementing a Pay as you Throw system with 
concessions



Waste is similar to utilities like energy and 
Ė±ĈÆþňņCĈņÔ±ĂŌ

1. A line item in budget planning
2. Vendors with contracts and 

obligations
3. Monthly costs
4. CëÏþ±ĂĈþċ½ĈċþÆŌ

BUT in sustainability, waste is often 
ignored in business strategy.
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Waste is an outlier 
among utilities

Introduction & Context



Data model
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Organizations have sites. Sites have waste streams. 
Waste streams have various data types.
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Cost Infrastructure Waste 
Schedule Contracts

Data Types



Ingesting waste data from various 
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Monthly Tonnage

Manifests, Scale Tickets

Data Source Agnostic

Whatever waste data you have, WATS will ingest it

Audits

Surveys

Collection



WATS is waste stream and vendor agnostic. View all your data in one place.

Waste streams
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Make waste data usable
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Data Flow

Step 1: Collect Step 2: Digitize Step 3: Normalize Step 4: Optimize
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identify opportunities and fill data gaps.

Comparative Data
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Automatic Data Ingestion

Automated data extraction using OCR and machine learning technologies.
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Unique email address for each client enables automated data acquisition direct from 
your vendors.

Automatic Data Collection
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E-waste

Vendor #1

Vendor #2

Vendor #3

Compost

Donation

Trash

Scrap Metal ClientName@data.getwats.com
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Hazardous Vendor #4
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Report with confidence

Data Coverage



WATS automatically translates unstructured data into an easy to understand 
dashboard.

Real-time analytics & metrics
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