


Coming Up Next:



Online Resources
Advancing Recycling 

Archived Webinars Blog Series 

• Recycling in Parks & Streetscapes

• Standardizing Bin Design 

• Venues & Stadiums

• Healthcare

• K-12

• Hospitality
Visit: buschsystems.com/blog

Relevant Posts:

• Signs above bins

• Using Words v. Images

• Rebuilding the Recycling Brand

• Specs for Outdoor Bins

https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/


Above-Bin Signage

2019 University of Georgia research* 
• 18% less recyclables in trash; 14% less contamination

2012 Western Michigan Univ. research** 
• Resulted in “significant” improvement

1993 University of Florida research*** 
• 54% increase in quantity of recyclables 
recovered

Read blog about research: 
https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/advancing-
recycling/signage-above-bins-improves-recycling/

https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/advancing-recycling/signage-above-bins-improves-recycling/
https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/advancing-recycling/signage-above-bins-improves-recycling/


Database of Bin & Signage-Related Studies

Access database at:  https://tinyurl.com/38w6kty2

https://tinyurl.com/38w6kty2


What Leads to Contamination / Recycling in Trash?

• Behavior:
o Ambivalence 
o Lack of convenient alternative
o Confusion / Lack of knowledge

o Lack of attention



On-the-Go Situations

Objective of bin signage is not to educate, but
guide greatest possible # of people to make 
correct impulse-level sorting decision.

Golden Rule: Keep it Simple & Consistent

Purpose of labels & signage to:
1. Communicate they have a choice to make

2. Identify the available options (streams)

3. Brand the collection streams

4. Call out typical and/ or easily-confused items



General Principles



Words vs Images

Read blog series on research about words vs. images: 
https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/signage-conversations-with-
brenda-pulley/images-vs-words-signage-convos-pt-1/

https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/signage-conversations-with-brenda-pulley/images-vs-words-signage-convos-pt-1/
https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/signage-conversations-with-brenda-pulley/images-vs-words-signage-convos-pt-1/


Icons vs Photographs



3-D 
Shadow Boxes



Distracting 
information



Motivational messages can be counterproductive if 
they distract people from deciding which bin to use



Unrelated messaging on the side avoids distracting people trying 
to understand which bin is for which stream



Alternative Messaging





Small decals at knee 
height are less likely to 
be noticed 



People approaching from the 
left will use the blue bin before 
they realize there is a separate 
choice. 

Labels on the top of the bin
may not get seen until it’s too 
late



People tune out signs w/ too much information that requires concentration causes



The visual presentation of signs is important. Crowded display, ambiguous images or 
wording that require concentration to comprehend are less impactful



Don’t confuse people with conflicting, redundant or unrelated wording. 

Essential.    Information.      Only.
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