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Container Reset Procedures

LPS has a history of successfully diverting waste through recycling efforts and cafeteria composting across the district, but there are always opportunities to grow and improve those efforts. One particular area to explore is reducing waste and costs associated with excess, oversized, mislabeled, and/or mismatched containers as well as implementing composting collections throughout the entire building. The container reset process is an initiative to reduce waste, improve waste diversion, and increase efficiency of waste management for custodians.
Container Reset: This initiative aims to reduce the size and number of waste containers in the school as well as standardize waste station location in classrooms and hallways to promote better waste management and reduce costs.
Steps Involved:
· Assessing the number of containers in use
· Evaluating the needed size of a container
· Resetting containers in normal classrooms to reflect appropriate waste station (one appropriately sized landfill container and one recycling container side by side, next to the door)
· Redistributing containers in hallways to only high traffic areas during a normal school day and have them reflect a complete waste station
·  Labeling recycling and landfill containers with uniform signs
Benefits:

· Custodian Time Savings
· Less time spent searching for containers in classrooms, less time changing bags that aren’t full or checking containers that aren’t used.
· Cost Savings
· No longer spending additional funds lining unnecessary containers or purchasing more expensive large liners for what could be a smaller container. 
·  Improved Waste Management

The Sustainability Team is here to help each LPS school achieve their sustainability goals and will be available to guide or help conduct any of the steps listed above. If your school is interested in pursuing this initiative or learning more, our team is available to set up meetings with your staff and discuss.
Refer to this slide deck for more information and examples of what this would look like.
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