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About Us

• 87 elementary schools (K-8)

• 15 secondary schools

• 7 learning centres

• Over 6,000 employees

• Approximately 50,000 students
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Waste Legislation & Policy

• Primarily regulated at the provincial level

• O.Reg 102/94 – Waste Audits and Waste Reduction Work Plans

• O. Reg 103/94 – IC&I Source Separation Programs
• Schools are required to have recycling diversion 

• Ontario Food and Organic Waste Framework

• Acting Today, Shaping Tomorrow
• policy for environmental literacy and environmentally responsible management practices

• SCDSB Sustainability Policy 2325
• All SCDSB schools must participate in all waste diversion programs available



SCDSB Diversion Programs

Stream County (single) Orillia (double) Barrie (double)

Garbage Waste Connections Waste Connections Waste Connections

Recycling County of Simcoe Waste Connections Waste Connections

Organics County of Simcoe City of Orillia Third Party (sub)*



Diversion Program Supplies

Bags      Bins      Dumpsters      Depots      Posters



Collection Protocol

• Waste = Garbage

• Recycling and organics ≠ 
waste

• Union contracts

• Classroom to Depot

• Depot to Dumpster

• Student contribution

• Promotion and education



EcoSchools Canada

• Yearly certification for environmental excellence

• Actions, campaigns, projects to reduce footprint

• Target waste reduction, diversion, curriculum 

• Support from board

• Integrated into board strategic priorities



SCDSB 
Diversion 
Stats

25kg/person at school

Average diversion rate of 40%

Over 70% of schools participate 
in organics diversion

Organics = less recycling 
contamination



Contact Information: 

Jessica Kukac
Environment and Sustainability Coordinator
Simcoe County District School Board

Jkukac@scdsb.on.ca



Live Poll #1

How has the pandemic modified your school waste reduction 
programs this fall? (check all that apply)

• Increased packaging and trash including PPE

• School staff less focused on recycling and more with Covid precautions

• Changes in food recovery systems

• Not many changes

• Other (share in the Chat)







Montgomery County 

Public Schools
Rockville, MD

John Meyer

Recycling Manager

School Energy & Recycling Team (SERT)

Division of Sustainability & Compliance



At A Glance:
 Largest school district in Maryland.

 Recipient of the Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Award 

 Awarded U.S. Department of Education District Sustainability 

 11 MCPS schools awarded U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Award 

 89 MCPS schools are Maryland Green School certified..

 37 LEED certified schools



A complete approach

Behavioral
 Engage students—clubs, contests, 

meetings, community work

 Engage MCPS leaders to support 
sustainability though-out school 
system

 Promoting connections between 
human behavior and 
environmental impact which 
reinforces our culture of conservation

Operational
 Provide recycling infrastructure

 Procurement Source reduction

 Partner in the development of new 
legislation

 Periodic review of types of waste 
being generated systemwide & 
source new markets



Support & Regulations:

The purpose of the Action plan is to identify the school-based sustainability leader(s) as 
designated by the principal, and the school’s team members 



RFP Language

 Set the expectation…

 Include requirements to recycle and report in 

all service contracts.

 Waste diversion reporting is not limited to LEED 

projects only



Reduce, Reuse…
 Source reduction, where possible:

 request product packing material to be sustainable

 request integration contractors to repackage item-Chromebooks

 request vendors to take back delivery pallets, totes, containers, etc.

 strategic positioning of trays, utensils, etc

 Reused, items before demolition

 Furniture

 Electronics/Computers

 Locks, exit hardware

 Water heaters, plumbing fixtures

 HVAC equipment

 Electrical devices

 Recycling & Waste bins

 And many more…



MCPS Recycles…

 Paper/cardboard                          

 Commingle material

 Yard Waste

 Scrap Metal

 Lamps

 Printer & Toner cartridges

 Motor oil

 Used automotive parts & 

tires

 Anti-freeze

 Rechargeable 
batteries 

 Electronics 

 Pallets

 Construction Material 

 Plastic Films

 Terracycle

 Vegetable oil

 Automotive Glass

 Automotive batteries



Outreach & Support to 

Schools:
Lunch and Learn

Recycling 101 

Energy and Recycling assembly

Green school meetings

Various staff trainings

School audits

Recycling infrastructure distribution & setup



Contests and Campaign:
Annual Watts Up ? Poster Contest: MCPS conducts an annual 

poster contest to promote sustainability. Winning posters are 

reproduced and distributed to be used in MCPS schools.

Got Paper Contest : The Got Paper? The contest is held in June 

and to capture recyclables as students and staffs clean out their 

lockers, desks, and classrooms at the end of the year.

Drive for Supplies Campaign : Students clean out their lockers, 
and donate their usable school supplies to families in need.

Video Contest: Students were challenged to create interesting 

videos that promote Sustainability.



Food Waste Composting 

 Pre-consumer composting:

 Central service offices cafeteria 

 Food preparation warehouse 

 Individual schools composting:

 6 school participated

 Challenges:

 Contamination concerns with lower grade students

 Budget concerns for infrastructure & collection

 Lack of space in facilities for additional exterior collection bins

 Availability and stability of composting accepting facilities



Scaling and 

Reporting :

 All trucks must be scaled according to 

the RFP

 Scales required to be calibrated twice 

a year 

 Weights from individual location 

reported monthly

 School report cards available monthly



Our Performance



Looking forward…
 For more information, please visit our  website: 

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/faciliti

es/greenschoolsfocus/index.aspx

 https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/faciliti

es/greenschoolsfocus/

 https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/dep

artments/facilities/greenschoolsfocus/SERT_BMP(1).pdf

John Meyer

Recycling Manager

Montgomery County Public Schools

john_meyeriii@mcpsmd.org

https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/greenschoolsfocus/index.aspx
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/facilities/greenschoolsfocus/
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/uploadedFiles/departments/facilities/greenschoolsfocus/SERT_BMP(1).pdf








Pre-covid photos



‒ Businesses must arrange for organics 

recycling service

‒ Provide interior collection containers.

‒ Local government must monitor containers 

to minimize contamination

‒ Enforcement actions may result for 

noncompliant entities 

Short-Lived Climate Pollutants

Mandatory Organics 

‒ Businesses that generate 2 cubic 

yards or more of commercial solid 

waste per week must implement 

an organic recycling service

‒ Businesses must arrange for recycling 

services

‒ Businesses must provide customers 

with recycling and/or organics recycling 

collection containers

Sample                              

Indoor Organics and  

Recycling Collection:

4 Curbside Carts = 2 Cubic Yards

Sample of Outdoor Organics and  Recycling Collection:











The Road to Zero Waste: 
Jesse Sanchez Elementary, Salinas CA, Leading the Way

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1--KgnflXNSZ00k2-iNGwWmTVFycRoi6k/view?usp=sharing


Green Schools Waste Reduction Program

City of Watsonville Department of Public Works & Utilities

Pre-covid photos



Watsonville Green Schools

● Partner with PVUSD Superintendent, Food Services, Custodial Management, School staff and 

classrooms.

Pre-covid photos
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Tami Stolzenthaler –
City of Watsonville

Janna Faulk –

Salinas Valley Recycles





Online Resources 
Visit: buschsystems.com/blog

Program Resources Blog Series 

• Download presentation slides

• Recording 

• Links to speaker resources

• Responses to Q&A

https://www.buschsystems.com/blog/
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Stay Tuned for 
Product Demonstration


